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Its customers were asking for it and now
Surtees has delivered. The company’s new
flagship 8.5m Gamefisher is ready for action
and Trade-A-Boat gets first dibs. We headed to

Whakatane to give it a thorough workout in its
home waters.

eather conditions

Average wind speed 10 knots E
Sea state Moderate
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Surtees markets its boats as ‘built to fish’, and
it's no secret they come packed with clever
features to help fill the bins. The cockpit is large
with an equally large bait station featuring a
freshwater tap, four angled rod holders, and
two cup/sinker holders. The wide, thigh-high
gunwales have a further three rod holders and
complementary refreshment holders per side.
‘Two further rod holders on the transom are
specifically angled for trolling lures.

A canvas shade extension offers some sun
protection while still allowing plenty of open
casting room. While it does impede access
to the eight rod holders in the overhead
rocket launcher when extended, it can be slid
back into the hardtop or completely removed
when required.

A removable walk-through transom door
drops into place to reduce water intake when
backing down on a rampaging matlin, with

the easily-accessed and viewed live-bait

tank directly below. Two large underfloor bins
provide plenty of catch and dive gear storage.
A drop down rear seat is also a good spot to
sit while wrestling with a shrunken wetsuit.
There are also plenty of additional features and
customisation options available.

The 1.9m bunks with in-fills offer a :
comfortable sleep for two. Electric toilet
resides below; privacy screen optional.
Will sleep three adults or family of four
with younger children

Deluxe helm seat atop 75_—litre
electric fridge — skipper is
within range of the fillets

After a late evening photo shoot | dragged the
Surtees team out of bed bright and early with

the promise of blue skies to show off the 8.5
Gamefisher's pristine paint job. It took a while
for the blue skies to respond to the invitation,
but at least there was plenty of chop and swell
around early on to put the boat’s credentials to
the test,

®  Sleek, stylish, and
feature-rich

e Excellent Surtees
build-quality and
innovation

Very capable offshore
vessel

®  Crisp handling

®  No ceiling grab rails in

'.i
cabin (options)

Capable tow vehicle

required
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We headed out through the sloppy Whakatane
bar towards Whale [sland, taking the
opportunity to unleash the 300 horses bolted
to the stern along the way. Pushing the big
Surtees way past the realms of recreational
use proved no issue for the solid hull. High
speed turns were tight and cavitation free, and
running at WOT through a snotty sea left all
our joints and fillings intact.

The hydraulic flooding keel holds a whopping
600 litres and can be opened and closed
with the flick of a switch from the helm; the
crappy conditions allowed this feature to be
tully tested and it does make a noticeable
difference to the ride in rough water by
reducing hull lift and forcing the sharp, strake-
less hull to slice through — a.k.a. ‘wave
devastation mode’. You lose a bit of speed
and holeshot but gain plenty of comfort. As a
comparison, at 5000rpm with a following sea
and the ballast closed we recorded 30 knots.
Flicking the switch to open and discharging.

the ballast saw our speed climb steadily to 33
knots for the same revs.

The 150hp Honda four-strokes have a
great sound to them, which isn’t too loud
considering all that grunt — smooth would

RATINGS

Fishability
Innovation

3 2

2262656 5624 35

Design and layout
Ease of towing...
Handling and ride
Stability
Ergonomics
Finish
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be an understatement. Of course, having two
engines makes the sound and smoothness
even better, and they also enhance :
manoeuvrability. But how well would thg big
boat go in the unlikely event of one engine
failing? Well, we couldn’t get it to plane on one
outboard (with the other trimmed right up), but

/ at 3000rpm she’s doing 9 knots, which should
 still get you home quicker than a tow would.

Single outboard and diesel inboard options are
also available.

The team at Surtees is full of good ideas,

and a lot of features that are optional extras
on its smaller boats are standard on the 8.5
Gamefisher; in fact, everything apart from the
electronics and engine(s) comes standard.

One user-friendly upgrade is the hydr;uﬁc
ballast flap, which is easily operated via a
switch on the dash. Anchoring can also be

g s
Large bi-fold doors open out onto ‘;ﬁi
a cockpit with plenty of room for i
rods, enthusiastic casting, and
monster marlin

frying on the twin hobs
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Up front, 1.9m bunks with in-fills allow two

people with long legs to enjoy an uncramped

‘night’s sleep. An electric toilet resides below

[ Sliding side windows open both front and back  with a privacy screen available as an option.
and a further rear window drops down to allow  This boat wil comfortably overnight three

i good ventilation. Large bi-fold doors open out adults or your average family of four with
onto the cockpit to ensure great flow in and younger children.

-out and keep the skipper in touch with the

action out back. There’s also good headroom

throughout with plenty of underseat and

underfloor storage to maintain a clutter-free Expansive views, a well laid out dash,

environment. The hardtop is insulated for year- ergonomic controls, and automatic trim

round comfort and reduced condensation. tabs certainly make the 8.5 Gamefisher an

As is the case with all Surtees boats, no space enjoyable and rewarding boat to helm. Of

| : _ undemater lfghts for an exitendéd ﬂshmg fix.

course, the sports car-like performance and
Ea:ht;;zré Iigtul.g;dl?ersuttgl;%?t Q.?ﬁ?m;ﬂiwn smooth, pr,edic?ab_le ride also helped in this
table and bunk extension creating a second regard. Relinquishing the helm at the end of

the test was no easy feat.

PERFORMANCE DATA

Surtees 8.5 Gamefisher with twin 150hp Honda

four-stroke outboards
Counter-rotating with solas 14 x 21 propellers
Th POB

800 2.9

1000 3.9 4.2 1.08 501

1500 6.3 6.9 1.10 493

2000 7.2 114 1.54 350

2500 9.5 18.9 1.89 271

3000 13.2 30.0 227 238

3500 20.0 46.0 2.30 235

4000 24.0 54.0 2.25 240

4500 27.0 56.3 2.09 259

5000 30.5 72.0 2.36 229

5500 34.8 92.0 2.64 204

* Figures recorded from Garmin digital gauges into
a head sea.

| Fully-loaded and built to handle
the rough, the 8.5 Gamefisher ot
is a classy fishing weapon §§
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left many other boatie:
rather jealous.

SURTEES 8.5 GAMEFISHER

Construction Aluminium
LOA 8.65m
Beam 2.50m
Deadrise 21 degrees
Hull thickness 6mm

Sides and topsides 4mm
Cabin 3mm

Engine as tested: 2x Honda 150 V-Tec four-

stroke
Rec. H.P. 250-350
— Maximum people 10
o wa Fuel tank 540 litres
-~
i Water ballast 600
Fresh water 100 litres
Length on trailer 9.8m

Height on trailer 3.21m
Approx. tow weight 3400kg
Trailer weight 680kg

Packages priced $198,950
from

Price as tested

$259,950

MARINE FINANCE

we’l| 5@'!‘ You.on the water
TO OWN THIS BOAT:

Examples based on purchase price of
NZ$198,950

Deposit $50,000

Final balloon payment  $50,000
Term 48 months
Monthly payment $3250

Phone 0800 438 226 or visit getaboat.co.nz
*Normal Toyota Financial Services lending criteria

apply. Interest rates are subject to change at any time.

of pride in their werkmanshlb* Sales manager

Cliff Schick says it also creates a sense of

camaraderie between customers and staff
down at the boat ramp.

Surtees boats are in hot demand, and at the
time of writing Surtees has 126 on its order
books. Sheaff says it's also making inroads in
Australia: “We've got a really good network of
dealers in Australia now with two in Victoria,
two in New South Wales, and one in every
other state.”

This year will see Surtees celebrating its

20th anniversary as well as the fact that it's
never had a hull failure. To commemorate the
milestone, plans are taking shape for a special
edition Surtees. Sheaff hints at what it might
look like: “The first boat Neil Surtees built was
a 6.1 Barcrusher so we thought we might
revamp it, but possibly take it up to a 6.3m or
6.4m hull, which would fit nicely between our
5.8m and 6.7m models.”

Even with 21 boat show awards to its credit,
Surtees Boats isn’t resting on its laurels, nor
will it sacrifice buildzquality to increase profits.

A

WHAT FISH THINK
THE NEW SURTEES

PC Y We spen
New Zea}and the tter it is for us, and
everybody benefits.

Surtees has just installed a state-of-the-art
paint booth to allow better quality control and
a quicker turnaround to try and keep pace
with demand. Every boat that leaves the
Surtees factory is CE-rated and is also built
to meset Survey standards, only requiring a
windscreen swap to 6mm clear glass to get
approval. It's one of only a select few New
Zealand companies to achieve the stringent
CE certification.

Surtees’ biggest and cleverest offering yet
certainly sets the bar very high. Its head-
turning looks, comfortable accommodation,
and all-round capabilities make it a winner
in my book. With the new 8.5 Gamefisher,
heading out wide in comfort and style is all
but assured. &

For more information on the Surtees
8.5 Gamefisher contact Cliff Schick
at Surtees Boats on 07 322 8461,
email cliff@surteesboats.com or visit

su['teesboats.corn.
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UNLESS YOU'RE A FISH, THERE'S A LOT TO LIKE ABOUT THE NEW SURTEES 8.5.

From the signature non-pounding super deep V hull to the stabilising ® =)

ballast technology and ultra-strong deck system, this new Game Fisher SURTEEASV

is arguably one of the best handling, most stable trailer boats on L t J J
S ' @)

the market. The new Surtees 8.5 Game Fisher. For fish, it's game over!

BUILT T&G FISH

TBZ-FP-5054332-C5-225-X

www.surteeshoats.com




